
Chris Bennett, CEO & Co-Founder

Turning my childhood 
experience into a solution to 
America’s child care crisis



My Story



My home-based 
child care experience



Child care today



8,900 
Child care centers 

closed

2/3 of families
could not find child 

care

7,000
FCCs permanently 

closed 



1M fewer women
are in the workforce 
after the pandemic. 



Prior to the pandemic, 
51% of people 
in the US lived in 
child care deserts.

60%+

50-60%

40-50%

30-40%

<30%



Family child care could be the 
solution to child care crisis



My home-based 
child care experience







Yoli’s program today:

● $720,000 a year

● 100 children

● 1 center & 3 houses

● 11 employees





About Wonderschool





ARPA & CARES Act CCMS app New provider 
program



Media recognitions

Child care marketplaceWonderschool team

$50M raised from top investors



My entrepreneurial 
journey



Turning an idea into 
reality

1



Angel Academy





Angel Academy

● 20 children

● Long waitlist

● Quadrupled her income



Setting up experiments in your day

Build hypothesis Evaluate data and 
feedback Try again



Seeking feedback
2



Surrounded by accomplished 
mentors



Finding mentors

In the same field
(child care)

Running a small 
business Look around!



Taking risks
3



How to take risks

Be brave Know that not every 
risk will work out

See failures as 
opportunity



Enduring setbacks
4



Our business
Today

Mar 2020

Feb 2020

2016



How to handle setbacks

Persist Go back to the mission Look forward to new 
opportunities



Growth mindset
5





How to drive growth? 

Change with market Keep learning You’re running a 
business



Child care myths



Child care providers 
cannot earn a lot

Myth #1



Child care is 
babysitting

Myth #2

Child care providers 
cannot earn a lot

Myth #1



Anyone can run a 
home child care

Myth #3

Child care is 
babysitting

Myth #2

Child care providers 
cannot earn a lot

Myth #1



Q&A
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